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Dear Grant Families, 
 

Welcome to the 2021/22 school year! I don’t think we’ve 

ever been quite so excited to get a school year underway. 

The staggered grade level start, unique to this school year, 

certainly gave us an opportunity to better get to know our 

students. From a student perspective, we are hopeful this 

helped to ease the transition back to school and in-person 

learning. We also hope the activity fair helped students find 

an extracurricular or co-curricular activity that piqued their 

interest. With having been apart much of last year, getting 

involved beyond the school day would be a great way to 

strengthen connections to school and build friendships.         
 

With a few weeks of school already behind us, we are confident our health and safety 

protocols will support in-person learning throughout this school year. While there 

may come a point where flexibility is needed on everyone’s part, I am certain we can 

navigate potential challenges together. We’ve shown time and time again that we can 

accomplish a great deal when we remain committed to what’s best for our students.  

If and when plans need to evolve, the District will communicate as quickly as possible. 

Our students will look to us if change is needed, so it remains important to be flexible, 

stay positive, and work together as we progress through the school year.   
 

With the new year, we look forward to a renewed focus on the success of students 

through the lens of Portrait of a Graduate. The Portrait of a Bulldog, is the culmination 

of a community visioning process that began in the winter of 2020 and persevered 

with meetings throughout the pandemic. The Portrait Design Team was comprised of 

students, faculty and staff, administrators, members of the Board of Education, local 

business owners and community leaders. The Team collectively identified  

the following 21st century competencies, or the knowledge, skills, experiences and 

attributes, we want students to attain during their time here at Grant to be  

“life ready”:   
 

A Grant student…   

Continued on page 2 

• Exhibits adaptability & perseverance 

• Is a problem solver 

• Demonstrates empathy 

• Acts with integrity 

• Understands the power of communication 

• Shows an empowered learning mindset 

Board of Education 

Steve Hill, President 

Kathy Kusiak, Vice President 

John Jared, Secretary 

Shelly Booth 

Ivy Fleming 

Ed Lescher 

Bob Yanik 
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Superintendent letter continued... 

When we began the community visioning process in February, 2020, I don’t think 

any of us could have imagined how relevant the competencies we identified would 

be. The skills that consensus was obtained on, were definitely needed and on full 

display by our students throughout the last year. Activities on the first few days of 

school were designed to help orient students to the Portrait and our focus on 

creating 21st century learning experiences for all students.    
 

On behalf of the Grant Community High School Board of Education, administration, 

faculty and staff, we wish our students a happy, successful school year!  ne that we 

will make every effort to be as “normal” as possible. GCHS has a tremendous staff 

that cares deeply about our students.  e look forward to partnering together to make 

it a great school year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Christy Sefcik, Ed.D 

Superintendent  

2021 Gala 
 

Although we would love 

nothing more than to gather  

as a community at our 2021 

Grant Gala (originally scheduled 

for Saturday, November 6), we 

will be cancelling this year’s 

event as COVID cases continue 

to rise. We do, however, 

recognize that the need for 

student support has increased as 

a result of the pandemic.  

The Grant Community High 

School Foundation will continue 

to make every effort to serve our 

students in financial need.  

While we cannot gather as we 

have in the past to support our 

students, we hope that you  

will still consider making a 

donation. The Foundation 

accepts monetary donations at 

any time on our website.  

As a 501(c)3 organization,  

your donation may be tax 

deductible. Donations will be 

used to provide assistance for 

school-related expenses for 

students whose families are in 

financial need, provide student 

scholarship opportunities, 

provide funds for instructional 

classroom technology and 

innovative classroom projects, 

and other charitable and 

educational purposes.  

We are looking forward to 

hosting this wonderful  

event in the future. 

The Student Online 

Personal Protection Act, 

or SOPPA, is the data 

privacy law that regulates 

student data collection 

and use by schools, the 

Illinois State Board of 

Education, and District 

#124 vendors. 

 

 

On August 23, 2019, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed into law a new version of 

SOPPA that gives parents/guardians greater control over student data. Among the 

changes is a new requirement to enact breach notifications that are available to the 

public. SOPPA will also require Illinois school districts to provide additional 

guarantees that student data is protected when collected and that data is used for 

beneficial purposes only. The law is effective on July 1, 2021.  
 

District #124 values your child's privacy and strives to ensure that parents/

guardians are aware of what web-based tools and applications that are being used 

for educational purposes. A list of all District #124 approved web-based tools, 

written agreements with operators, and a list of data elements shared can be found 

here: D124 Data Privacy Agreements  
 

Parents/guardians have the right to inspect, review, and correct information 

maintained by the school, operator, and the Illinois State Board of Education. All 

requests should be directed to the Director of Technology by using the following 

email address: soppa.request@grantbulldogs.org.  
 

For more information about SOPPA, visit our SOPPA resources page. 

https://sdpc.a4l.org/district_search_national.php?districtID=6282
mailto:soppa.request@grantbulldogs.org
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/Page/1452
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Dear Grant Community, 
 

Last year at this time we were beginning our remote learning adventure and 

were unsure how long we would be on this journey. After several months 

apart, we were able to bring students back into the building. Now, we are at 

100% in-person learning and there are simply not enough words to describe 

how ecstatic we are. We know that this year may not be the exact same as 

what it has been in years past, but what we do know is that we are together. 

Our halls are filled with students that are happy to be back and staff that are 

eager to teach to students, not screens.  

 

At the beginning of the school year, we invited each Class to attend an 

individual day that focused solely on what it means to be a Bulldog.  

For some, this day was a simple refresher; for others, this was a whole new 

world. When we talk about what it means to be a Bulldog, it’s more than just having a RED attitude.  

It’s about becoming a person that you can be proud of, a person who is set up for a successful post-high 

school future, a person that sets the bar for all future Bulldogs. Our hope is that when a student graduates 

from Grant, they will be able to adapt and persevere, demonstrate empathy, understand the power of 

communication, show an empowered learning mindset, act with integrity, and work as a problem solver. 

With these attributes, we are confident that our Bulldogs will be set on a successful path after graduation. 

 

Along with our vision for graduating students, we are committed to providing all students with robust 

instructional opportunities, including avenues to address academic deficiencies, and the space to explore 

their interests. After coming off of remote learning, we understand that some students may need  

assistance in returning to an in-person environment. To aid in their adjustment, we have a multitude  

of services available to support students. Whether your student just needs someone to talk to or is in  

need of extra support, our staff is ready to help. Additionally, for those in need of academic support,  

we offer academic lab opportunities on a daily basis. Outside of academics, we strongly encourage all 

students to get involved in a sport or club. If they are interested in a club that we do not currently offer, 

please encourage them to voice their interest. We may not have the club now, but that doesn’t mean we 

can’t get it started. 

 

Overall, we are off to a great start and I couldn’t be more thrilled to see our Bulldogs back in the building.  

I look forward to building relationships with our newest Bulldog families and strengthening the  

connection with our returning families. As the year progresses, we will continue to keep the  

community informed; so stay connected via Skyward, our website, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. 
 

Keep It RED, 
 

Mr. Schmidt 

Principal 

Welcome Bulldogs! 

https://www.grantbulldogs.org/domain/35
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/domain/249
https://granths.rschoolteams.com/
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=4&ChannelID=49&DirectoryType=6
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/grantcommunityhighschool124/
https://twitter.com/GrantBulldogs
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4T2qgEYAdnY79YkGfEb5Gw/featured
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Student of the Month 

Logan Blancett 
The Grant Community High School September Student of the Month is senior 

Logan Blancett, son of Casey and Shanda Blancett of Round Lake. 
 

Logan's academic achievements include induction into the National Honor 

Society during his sophomore year while serving as Vice-President as a junior 

and President this year.  He has earned his place on Honor Roll each semester 

and he has taken 7 AP courses with another 5 in his senior year.  He has also 

been named as an AP Scholar with distinction in his junior year and he holds  

a remarkable 5.213/4.0 GPA. 
 

His extracurricular activities include Math Team since his sophomore year 

where he qualified for State as a sophomore and junior. He has also been in 

FBLA since sophomore year, serving as Vice-President and earning 1st at  

State and National Qualifier in Database Design and Application.  He has  

been a varsity athlete in Track and Field each year, earning the All-Conference Athlete award and he 

participated in wrestling his freshman year.  He was one of two GCHS juniors selected as a delegate  

in the 2021 World Affairs Seminar. 
 

Logan has been involved in his school and community through roadside cleanups, food banks, Fox Lake 

cardboard boat race, concession stands, helped with freshman material pick-up, graduation, the distribution  

of induction and holiday gifts for NHS during e-learning, and he has been a peer tutor in math. 
 

In addition to all of his activities, Logan works at Menards in Fox Lake and in his spare time he enjoys baseball 

stats and data analysis, music, video games, and helping out in the community. 
 

His plans for the future include majoring in engineering, actuarial sciences, or data science and he is exploring 

several prestigious schools such as Harvard, MIT, and Stanford. 
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Grant Community High School is pleased to announce the selection  

of Mr. Steve Hill and Mr. Fred Loffredo to the Hall of Fame. 
 

Steve Hill graduated from GCHS in the Class of 1972 and was a second-generation Grant graduate and his children are 

third-generation graduates. During his years at Grant, he was a successful and well-rounded student participating in 

football, baseball, track and field, Chess Club, band, homecoming, G Club, Bark newspaper staff, prom planning, and 

Student Government Day. He recently retired from a 48-year career as a plumber and remains employed with the Chicago 

Bears Football organization. Mr. Hill joined the Grant Community High School Board of Education in November of 1989.  

He is the longest serving Board of Education member in Grant history, with nearly 32 years of service. He represents the 

Board of Education on the District Site and Facility Committee. As a Site and Facility Committee member, he has been 

instrumental in the GCHS additions and improvements you see today, including the Auditorium, Library, Art Wing, 

Science Wing, Field House, Bulldog Athletic Complex and recent turf replacement. As a Board member he has provided 

steadfast leadership, and served in a variety of capacities including Illinois Association of School Board Alternate member 

and the Special Education District of Lake County Alternate member. Mr. Hill was elected to the role of President of the 

School Board in May of 2007, a role in which he continues to serve. He has also performed in a variety of volunteer roles in 

the local community. The District and community are certainly fortunate to have the leadership of Mr. Hill on the Board.     
 

Fred Loffredo attended Tilden Technical High School in Chicago where he wrestled, placing 1st and 3rd in the city and 2nd 

in the State of Illinois in 1950 and 1951. He then studied at the University of Northern Iowa where he was involved in 

wrestling, football, and track. He entered the U.S. Marine Corps where he served as Captain and wing education officer 

for the 2nd Marine Air Wing in Cherry Point, North Carolina. There, he played football and was selected to an all-star team 

and wrestled where he finished 2nd in the All-Marine Corps tournament in 1956 & 57, and he was a regional qualifier in the 

1956 Olympic trial in both Freestyle and Greco Roman wrestling. He also went on to coach football and wrestling for the 

U.S. Marine Corps. He worked at U.S. Steel Corp. for two years before entering the teaching profession.  He worked at 

Grant Community High School as an Industrial Arts teacher and head varsity football coach and assistant wrestling coach 

for 10 years. After completing graduate work at Loyola University, he took a position at Wauconda High School serving as 

a counselor, Director of Guidance, and head football coach. Mr. Loffredo retired from teaching in 1990 and returned to 

Grant as an assistant varsity football and wrestling coach. He has been an Illinois High School Association wrestling 

official, officiating major tournaments and Big Ten meets and was part of the Organization for Wrestling Officials and 

Coaches Association in Illinois. Mr. Loffredo was elected to the Illinois High School Football Coaches Association Hall of 

Fame, Illinois Wrestling Coaches and Officials Hall of Fame, and the Tilden Tech Alumni Hall of Fame. He has been 

involved in numerous community involvement organizations, including serving on the Fox Lake Police Department’s 

Pension Board, Fox Lake Fire Protection District Board, and St. Bede Church committees. The connection to Grant extends 

beyond his coaching and teaching career, with his wife having been a valuable District employee for many years and all 4 

of their children Grant graduates.  Mr. Loffredo is highly regarded as a coach, mentor, and friend and has served as an 

exemplary role model for GCHS students and staff for more than 50 years. 
 

Our inductees will take part in several homecoming activities, including a reception in their honor on September 16, 2021, 

a school pep assembly, the varsity football game, and the homecoming parade. Please join us for the following 

homecoming activities to recognize our Hall of Fame recipients: 
 

September 16, 2021 A reception at 6:30 PM in the auditorium lobby followed by a Board of Education meeting  

at 7:00 PM to formally recognize the inductions. 
 

September 17, 2021 Recognition at an all-school pep assembly in the afternoon and the varsity football game at 

approximately 6:45 PM. 
 

September 18, 2021 Homecoming parade on Grand Avenue at 9:00 AM.  



 

 

Welcoming all to a safe, secure, and supportive environment is one of Grant Community High School 

District’s ongoing goals. As part of that effort at the start of the new school year, this letter is intended to 

communicate several safety-related matters. 
 

• We maintain a secure campus and all visitors must report to the security station at our main entrance 

(door #1). At the security station, all visitors are asked to present a driver’s license or valid State ID for a 

background screening. Visitors without appropriate ID are not allowed into the building. Visitors who 

successfully clear the background screening, may be granted access to the building. Visitors who do not 

clear the screening will be addressed by an administrator, Student Resource Officer, or other school 

official. This layer of security compliments other ongoing safety measures, including safety training, 

video surveillance, security guards, and the electronic access-controlled doors. Campus opens for 

student access at 7:00 AM.  From 7:40 AM – 3:10 PM all exterior doors are locked. 
 

• Another important and timely safety-related topic is “reunification.” There are a number of 

circumstances that could cause the district to evacuate students, release students early, or release 

students later than the normal schedule. These circumstances may include: severe weather or flooding, 

power or water outage, hazardous materials, or a crisis near or at the school. In situations like these, it 

may be necessary for families to come pick up students in a formalized and controlled release process 

in coordination with the local fire department, police department and school district. This is called 

reunification.  

• Reunification may be a time-consuming process. In the event a reunification is necessary, please be 

patient so that we may assure the safety of all students and staff during this controlled release 

process. It is our goal to reunify students with their parents as soon as it is safe to do so. Please 

understand that during an emergency, there may be a need to shelter students in a safe place 

within the school or move students to an alternative location. Multiple alternative locations have 

already been identified and procedures have been developed in case such a need arises. For the 

safety of our students, those locations will not be communicated in advance.  

• If a reunification is necessary at school or in an alternative location, 

parents will be notified through Skylert and provided reunification 

instructions. For that reason, it is important that your contact 

information is accurate and up-to-date. Changes may be requested 

by you directly through Skyward or you may contact the school at 

(847) 587-2561.       
 

• A Skylert emergency alert test will go out on Friday, September 3 at 

approximately 5:00 PM. If you do not receive a call or email, please 

contact the Main Office at (847) 576-2561 and share updated contact 

information.   
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school. 
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Military Information 
Student Directory 

 

 As part of federal legislation, schools are required to release directory information for all students as 

requested by military recruiters. Student Directory Information includes the student’s name, address, 

and phone number. Parents have the right to request that this information not be disclosed without 

written consent. If a parent wishes not to disclose directory information about their student, direct a 

written or email request to jmartin@grantbulldogs.org by October 8, 2021. There is no reason for you to 

give a written or email request for your student if you already have done so.  The written or email 

request will remain on file for the remainder of the student’s high school career.  

TEAM Live is back! Every Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday we are 
bringing the daily announcements 
straight to TEAM rooms at 8:00 AM. 
Whether you are in class or learning 
from home, you can tune in and stay 
informed about what’s happening at 
Grant. If you ever miss a TEAM Live  
or are looking for more information, 
check out our Announcements.  

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD341LzdfskhBawdl0gNWcxwUS8Np0WHV
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/Page/478
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Our Decades themed Homecoming week is approaching quickly! It’s a week jam-packed with dress-up days and events, during 

and after school. Hopefully everyone can join in and show their Bulldog spirit between September 13-18!  
 

Leading up to Homecoming week, classes and activities will have September 9-10, after school, to paint various windows 

throughout the school. We can't wait to see their far out designs as they help us travel back in time!  
 

The week will kick off on Monday with “The Cat’s Pajamas” and students are encouraged to wear their favorite PJ’s to school. 

Monday morning from 7:40-9:55, Seniors will be out in the community painting windows of local businesses. Seniors must 

report back to campus in time for fourth period which begins at 10:00 AM. After school, Powderpuff players will practice from 

3:30-5:45 PM.  
 

Tuesday is all about tie-dye as we travel back in time to the 1960s! Powderpuff will practice from 3:30-5:45 PM. This is also the 

last day for Seniors to vote for Homecoming Royalty! 
 

Wednesday is set to be our most stylish day as students work to “Keep Up With the Joneses” and rock their classiest outfits 

(while adhering to the dress code). The Powderpuff game will be taking place at 7:00 PM, so make sure you’re there cheering on 

the Juniors and Seniors! The entry fee for spectators is $3 and there are no flags, signs, backpacks, or noise makers allowed. 
 

On Thursday, we are throwing it back and having a battle of the classes! Seniors will be sporting fashion trends from the 60s, 

Juniors will be totally far out in their 70s apparel, Sophomores will dance through the 80s, and Freshmen will round out our 

decades with the 90s. Thursday night we will be celebrating our Hall of Fame recipients, Mr. Steve Hill and Mr. Fred Loffredo, 

beginning at 6:30 PM in the auditorium lobby followed by a Board of Education meeting at 7:00 PM to formally recognize our 

inductions. 
 

And of course, Friday is “Spirit Swag” so come out in your Bulldog best and show off your incredible school spirit! In normal 

years, we have held an all-school assembly in our Field House to get everyone pumped up for the football games later that 

night. This year, we will be holding a virtual assembly and coming straight to TEAM rooms through the Grant YouTube 

channel. Our Homecoming football games will begin at 5:00 PM with the Frosh/Soph team and the Varsity game kicks off at 7:15 

PM. We will be unveiling our Homecoming court to the greater Grant community before the Varsity game begins so make sure 

to come out and cheer all of our Bulldogs on! 
 

The fun doesn’t stop there! Our Homecoming parade starts at 9:00 AM on Saturday for the whole community to watch. If you 

would like to be in the parade, please visit the Main Office to pick up a Parade Entry Form. This entry form must be turned in to 

Ms. Jordan or Mr. Duval by September 13, but the earlier the better. If you are participating in the parade, line up begins at 8:00 

AM in the South Student Parking Lot. Later that night we will be hosting our Homecoming dance/party from 6:00 - 9:00 PM. We 

have reimagined our usual Homecoming dance this year to better address the need to socially distance. This event will take 

place outside the Field House and on the turf field. Throughout the night, students can kick their shoes off and dance on the 

field, grab a bite to eat at the concessions stand (Field House windows), or play backyard games with their friends.  
 

Students can purchase tickets to this event at the school bookstore from 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM starting on Monday, September 13. 

Tickets are $15.00 per person and includes a meal and ice cream at no extra cost. No outside guests will be permitted to this 

event. Tickets WILL NOT be sold at the door so make sure to purchase yours before it is too late. Since this is not a strictly 

formal event, students are invited to wear what they would like but are expected to adhere to the school dress code. Anyone 

interested in dressing up and making this a formal affair should review the Dance Policy and Dress Code. 
 

With everything going on during the week, make sure you enjoy the fun before returning to 2021! Any questions regarding 

Homecoming should be addressed to Ms. Jordan (pjordan@grantbulldogs.org) in Room 184. 

https://www.grantbulldogs.org/cms/lib/IL01904683/Centricity/Domain/4/Parade%20Form%202021.pdf
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=79
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Beginning last year, we were able to offer students with a program which provides them with the opportunity to 

create and fully develop their own product or services: Incubator. Not only are students fully engaging in this 

entrepreneurship experience, they are growing their knowledge base on what running a business and creating a 

product looks like with the assistance of real-life experts.  
 

When we asked one of our mentors, Mark Nelson, for his thoughts on the Incubator 

program last year, he expressed that our “students had great ideas for their 

companies and were very engaged in the market topics I taught (unique value 

proposition and elevator pitch). I was impressed by how they were able to draw on 

the successes of companies they see in real life and try to apply them to their own 

Incubator companies to expand their ideas. This class will provide them with real-

world business experience that will be helpful in 

college or as they begin their careers.” With mentors bringing in real-world 

experience and expertise, Incubator students have everything they need to be 

successful in the classroom and wherever life takes them. As the semester progresses 

and they build up their business plans, we look forward to sharing more updates 

with the Bulldog community. Until then, we can give you a glimpse into what the 

classroom and meeting space look like within our building. 

 

If you are a businessperson looking to instill your knowledge and provide insights to seeking minds, reach out to 

Mr. Blair Schoell (bschoell@grantbulldogs.org) and help guide our young entrepreneurs.  

Incubator is Getting Down to Business 

Our Transitions program is in its second year and has doubled with the number of participants! Transitions is a 

program which serves Special Education students aged 18-22 once they have completed their four years of high 

school. With the growth in participation we have expanded our community work sites to include Butera in 

Lindenhurst, Walgreens in Fox Lake, and Olive Garden in McHenry. 
 

From day one, our Transitions students hit the ground running. They were eager to replenish all 

the home goods within their classroom and visit each work site. Now that they have begun 

working with our community partners, they are developing valuable job skills while fostering 

independence and self-advocacy skills. While at Butera, students focus 

on facing products outward, checking for expiration dates, and aid in 

filling the cooler as a “special project.” During their time at Walgreens, 

they will upload the truck, face products outward, and check for 

expiration dates. At Olive Garden, they clean the restaurant in the 

morning before guests arrive and make beverages for the day. In the 

afternoon, they assist servers by preparing salads and breadsticks, and bussing tables. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing what else our Transitions students achieve and the 

skills they build upon as they complete the year. 

mailto:bschoell@grantbulldogs.org
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Out with the old and in with the new! For many years, our students, visiting 

players, and officials have stepped onto our turf field and most likely left with  

little black pebbles in their shoes. This year, we start anew.  

 

Over the summer we received funds from the State of Illinois as a result of  

litigation connected to the previous turf field. With the settlement we received,  

we were able to finance a new turf field for all of our Bulldogs to enjoy. 

Administrators, coaches, and Site & Facility Committee members joined together 

to select and design the new field to best suit all student-athletes and performers. 

 
With demolition beginning at the start of July and the revamp  

of our track, students were able to utilize the field from the  

first day of school. We are delighted to provide this newly  

installed turf to our students and look forward to many  

more years of this bright green. 

Grant Gets a New Turf Field 
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After a long delay and  having our season moved to the Summer, the Wrestling season in Illinois has officially 

finished. This past year, the Covid-19 pandemic presented our community, team, and athletes with a number of 

challenges and obstacles to overcome. I am happy to share that despite the circumstances and adversity, this 

extraordinary group of young athletes had one of the most successful seasons we have had in many years. 

 

Our Bulldogs began the season with 11 new starters who had no varsity 

experience. Additionally, the team was extremely young; with just three seniors 

in the lineup. Despite this, the team committed to improving and made constant 

growth during the season. These athletes brought a positive attitude, a 

willingness to learn, and a belief in the Grant wrestling program that resulted in 

both individual and team success. The attitude these student athletes brought 

daily was infectious, and the coaching staff had one of the most enjoyable 

seasons in memory. 
 

This season, the Grant Wrestling team went undefeated in NLCC conference duals and secured the 2021 NLCC 

conference championship. This marks the eighth conference title in 10 years for the wrestling program. Furthermore, 

11 wrestlers were named All Conference this season. Finally, Justin Warmowski (Jr.) was named the NLCC 

Conference Wrestler of the Year. Congratulations to all of these athletes on their achievements. 

 

At one point this year, the IHSA decided that wrestling would not be given a state tournament. Being that the state 

tournament is the culmination of an athlete’s season, the wrestling coaches knew the tournament needed to take 

place. As a result, the Illinois Wrestling Coaches and Officials Association elected to run a full state series for the 

wrestlers in Illinois. Due to spacial constrictions, what were typically two Regionals were combined to make what 

was termed “Super Regionals''. Thus, two Super Regionals fed into a Sectional, which fed into a State tournament.  

At the Super Regional, the Grant wrestling team shined with 10 wrestlers advancing  to Sectionals. Impressively,  

the team narrowly placed 4th out of 20 teams and qualified for the dual team State tournament for the first time  

since 2016.  
 

At the Sectional tournament, two Grant wrestlers qualified for State and were 

crowned Sectional champions: Ethan Tarvin (Fr.) and Justin Warmowski (Jr.) both 

won their respective weight class at the Sectional. In an impressive feat, Warmowski 

pinned his way through both the Regional and Sectional without having a match 

last the full first period. Previously, Warmowski was a State alternate the past two 

years and his hunger to achieve his goals was evident to all. At the state 

tournament, Warmowski continued his incredible season. Justin advanced to the 

semi finals before losing to the eventual state champion and would ultimately earn 

all state honors by placing 4th at 145 pounds. This achievement makes Justin 

Warmowski the 50th all state wrestler in the storied history of the Grant Wrestling program. 

 

In addition to the boys, Grant’s girls wrestling team enjoyed a successful season. The IWCOA ran the girls state 

tournament, with the IHSA set to hold the tournament in 2022. Crystal Villegas (Jr.) became the first ever girls all 

state wrestler by placing 3rd at 126 pounds. Crystal has paved the way for the girls wrestling program at Grant. We 

are extremely proud of her trailblazing accomplishment as she paved the way for future girls to enjoy success with 

the Grant girls wrestling program. 
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Follow our social media pages for updates: 
 

Twitter: @Grantwrestling1 
Instagram: @grant_wrestling 

A continuum of special education services 
exists through Grant Community High School. 

This includes the opportunity for a 
comprehensive case study evaluation when 

appropriate. Parents/guardians have the right 
to receive a copy of 23 III. Admin. Code Part 226 
and “A Parents’ Guide- The Educational Rights 

of Students with Disabilities.” 
 

Students with disabilities who do not qualify 
for an individualized education program under 

the federal Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act, may qualify for services under 
Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 if the student (1) has a physical or mental 

impairment that substantially limits one or 
more major life activities, (2) has a record of a 

physical or mental impairment, or (3) is 
regarded as having a physical or mental 

impairment. 
 

Requests or inquiries should be directed  
to a student’s counselor of record.  

At the dual team state tournament, the Grant Bulldogs competed against the top 16 teams in the state. The Bulldogs 

defeated Prospect in the first round. The team would then lose to the eventual state champions Glenbard North 

before rebounding to defeat Glenbrook South, a team that we lost to earlier this season. The Bulldogs would end the 

season placing 6th in state at  class 3A. This is the highest team finish since 2006. The Bulldogs return 11 starters next 

season and will look to build on this finish. 
 

Although our season may be over, the training continues. Grant will have six wrestlers competing at the USA 

Wrestling National Championships in Fargo, North Dakota. Justin Warmowski, Ethan Tarvin, Payton Warden, 

Cameron Lattimore, Alex Gomez, and Ivan Hernandez will all be representing our community and Illinois as they 

look to become All-Americans.  
 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Grant Wrestling program and our student athletes. 

 

2021 Accomplishments 

All Conference:  

Tarvin, Warden, Rogan, Zimmerman, Lunardi, Flores, Warmowski, Warden, Werve, Gomez, Lattimore 
 

Sectional Qualifiers:  

Tarvin, Warden, Flores, Warden, Werve, Gomez, Lattiore, Warmowski, Hernandez 
 

State Qualifiers:  

Tarvin, Warmowski (4th) 
 

Team Record:  

21-9 
 

NLCC undefeated Conference Champions 
 

Dual Team State:  

6th Place 
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Attention all 

graduating 

Bulldogs!  

Herff Jones will be 

in the Senior Cafe 

on Thursday, 

September 9 to 

obtain student 

measurements  

for graduation cap 

and gowns. All you 

need to do is stop 

over at their table 

during your 

scheduled lunch 

period and  

submit your 

measurements.  

If you are unsure 

about your sizing, 

Herff Jones staff  

is there to help! 

Don’t miss out on 

getting your 

graduation items 

prepped for May! 
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Identifying Signs of Stress in Your Teens 
Young people experience stress from a variety of sources. Some stress can be positive, but too much stress is 

overwhelming. Tuning into emotional or behavioral cues is important in identifying potential problems. 

 

Young people, like adults, experience stress. It can come from a variety of sources including doing well in school, 

making and sustaining friendships, or managing perceived expectations from their parents, teachers, or coaches. 

Some stress can be positive in that it provides the energy to tackle a big test, presentation, or sports event. Too much 

stress, however, can create unnecessary hardship and challenge. Adults can sometimes be unaware when their 

children or teens are experiencing overwhelming feelings of stress. Tuning into emotional or behavioral cues is 

important in identifying potential problems and working with your young person to provide guidance and support 

to successfully work through difficult times. Here are some tips from the American Psychological Association on 

ways to recognize possible signs of stress. 
 

Watch for negative changes in behavior. 

Youth of all ages may find it difficult to recognize and verbalize when they are experiencing stress. With teens, while 

spending more time with and confiding in peers is a normal part of growing up, significantly avoiding parents, 

abandoning long-time friendships for a new set of peers, or expressing excessive hostility toward family members, 

may indicate that the teen is experiencing significant stress. While negative behavior is not always linked to excessive 

stress, negative changes in behavior are almost always a clear indication that something is wrong. Adults will want 

to pay attention to these behaviors and determine an appropriate response or intervention. 

Understand that “feeling sick” may be caused by stress. 

Stress can also appear in physical symptoms such as stomach aches and headaches. If a child makes excessive trips to 

the school nurse or complains of frequent stomachaches or headaches (when they have been given a clean bill of 

health by their physician), or if these complaints increase in certain situations (e.g., before a big test) that child may 

be experiencing significant stress. 

Be aware of how your teen interacts with others. 

Sometimes a teen may seem like his or her usual self at home but be acting out in unusual ways in other settings. It is 

important for parents to network with one another so that they can come to know how the teen is doing in the world 

around them. In addition to communicating with other parents, being in contact with teachers, school 

administrators, and leaders of extracurricular activities can help parents tap into their child or teen’s thoughts, 

feelings, and behaviors, and be aware of any sources of concern. 

Listen and translate. 

Because children are often not familiar with the word stress and its meaning, they may express feelings of distress 

through other words such as “worried,” “confused,” “annoyed,” and “angry.” Teens may also express feelings of 

stress by saying negative things about themselves, others, or the world around them (e.g. “No one likes me,” “I’m 

stupid,” “Nothing is fun.”). It is important for parents to listen for these words and statements and try to figure out 

why your teen is saying them and whether they seem to indicate a source or sources of stress. 

Seek support. 

Parents, children, and teens do not need to tackle overwhelming stress on their own. If a parent is concerned that his 

or her teen is experiencing significant symptoms of stress on a regular basis, including, but not limited to those 

described above, it can be helpful to work with mental health professionals who have special training to help people 

identify problems and develop effective strategies to resolve overwhelming feelings of stress. 

https://www.apa.org/topics/stress/children?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=apa-stress&utm_content=identifying-kid-stress&fbclid=IwAR2dPgX1ZFfpo1RLt045yKo_YoPgqzVE1nXqRYw2aZZxGzPYt9yxfFZD8NY


 

 

PBIS 
At the beginning of this school year, our students learned a lot about what it means to be a Bulldog at Grant.  

Now, it’s time for them to put those skills and behaviors into action. Some of these skills and attributes, as  

described in Grant’s Portrait of a Bulldog, will be built upon over the years and may take a while to master.  

Keeping It RED, however, can be done every single day from the moment they walk through our doors. 
 

At Grant, we have built a culture around being respectful, engaged, and dependable (RED). We expect our  

students to display those three characteristics in all areas of the school and while representing Grant. These 

expectations go further than our building and will most likely follow you your entire life. To aid in the 

understanding and development of these attributes, our PBIS Committee has implemented strategies and  

programs that make Grant a great place for students to thrive. 
 

When students exhibit a RED behavior, they are rewarded by staff members with a Bulldog Buck. Not only is  

this an immediate and tangible recognition of their positive behavior, but they can use Bulldog Bucks as their  

raffle tickets for our weekly Bulldog Buck drawing. Throughout the year, we hang on to all collected Bucks for 

quarterly drawings where students can win big-ticket items such as a limo to Prom, a free parking spot the  

following year, and much more! 
 

To honor the Class of 2021, the PBIS Committee, aided by the Senior Class Council, created a mural that not only 

focuses on what they achieved but the memories they created. Although all of our graduates will be missed, they 

will never be forgotten in the halls of Grant and minds of staff.  
 

After a year of remote and hybrid learning, it is great to have students filling classrooms and getting back to what  

it means to be a Bulldog. Although we would much rather prefer to look forward to returning to normal, we can’t 

help but look back on what was accomplished last year. We may not have been fully together in the building, but  

we were always together as a community. We learned that it wasn’t the walls of Grant keeping us together, it was 

our bond as Bulldogs.  
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Counselor’s Corner 

Senior meetings to work on Post-High School Plans will start in mid-September. In the meantime, students can 

check their School Counselor page in Schoology for post-high school planning information. They may also begin 

working in SCOIR to manage college applications, request transcripts, and letters of recommendation. All 

transcript requests will go through SCOIR. Students and parents can view our SCOIR for Seniors resource for 

assistance with navigating SCOIR.  

Career Center News 

• STEAM Scholars Program—Deadline to apply is September 8, 2021 

• Northwestern Medicine Discovery Program—Deadline to apply is October 1, 2021 

• Join the Career Center Schoology course for all Future Focused updates. Use the following course  

to join: 9JGG-VTQZ-SJFJ3 

• Career Speaker Calendar (all speakers will be present during 10th Period): 

• September 6: Empire University (Cosmetology) 

• September 22: Firefighter/Paramedic 

• September 23: Tricoci University (Cosmetology) 

• Need a job? Check out the Job Board! 

 

Website Resources 

• SAT 

• ACT 

• Khan Academy/SAT Test Prep 

• Free Khan Academy Prep 

 

Reminders 

• SAT: October 2, 2021. You must register by September 3 at www.collegeboard.org 

• ACT: October 23, 2021. You must register by September 17 at www.actstudent.org 

• College & Financial Aid Night: September 21  

at 6:00 PM 

Please contact your student’s guidance counselor  

for any questions at 847-587-2561. 

Follow the Counseling Department on Twitter for  

updates about scholarships,  

college visits, and much more @GrantCounselors 

https://www.scoir.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1naVjvezgLt12kVnqdnjd5a_a_I3ED_SPnRNB3ugZLqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://schneider.house.gov/STEAMscholars
https://www.nm.org/about-us/community-initiatives/northwestern-medicine-discovery-program/discovery-program-north
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16pUnV6i83ltlIuf2ExlU2qAkml7dCpZ-5gebDtDQoOo/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
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